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The atmosphere - then and now

1)
Where did the gases come from that formed the atmosphere of the Earth when it was young?
(1)

2)
What gases did the early atmosphere consist of?
(4)

3)
What was the main gas? 
(1)

4)
Which planets have an atmosphere similar to that of Earth when it was young?
(2)

5)
Where did the water come from that formed the oceans?
(1)

6)
What led to the formation of oxygen?
(2)

7)
What has happened to the methane, ammonia and carbon dioxide that was in the atmosphere (write word equations where appropriate)?
(6)

8)
Nitrogen is the major component of the atmosphere today.  Explain how it was produced.
(4)

9)
What is the formula of ozone and what was it formed from?
(2)

10)
What did the formation of the ozone layer allow to happen.
(1)

11)
What is the composition of dry air today?
(4)

12)
Give three ways in which carbon dioxide is released into the atmosphere.
(3)
13)
Give three ways in which carbon dioxide is removed from the atmosphere.
(3)
14)
Explain why carbon dioxide is produced when most fuels are burnt.
(1)

15)
Explain why the proportion of carbon dioxide remained roughly constant for the last 200 million years, but has started to rise recently.
(2)

16)
What problems may this increasing amount of carbon dioxide cause?
(2)

17)
Explain why the proportion of oxygen has remained roughly constant for the last 200 million years.
(2)
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